United Nations

A/RES/56/25

General Assembly

Distr.: General
8 January 2002

Fifty-sixth session
Agenda item 75

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
[on the report of the First Committee (A/56/537)]

56/25.

Review and implementation of the Concluding Document of
the Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly
A

R EGIONAL CONFIDENCE -BUILDING MEASURES: ACTIVITIES OF THE U NITED N ATIONS
S TANDING A DVISORY C OMMITTEE ON SECURITY Q UESTIONS IN CENTRAL AFRICA
The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the United Nations and its
primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
Recalling its resolutions 43/78 H and 43/85 of 7 December 1988, 44/21 of
15 November 1989, 45/58 M of 4 December 1990, 46/37 B of 6 December 1991,
47/53 F of 15 December 1992, 48/76 A of 16 December 1993, 49/76 C of
15 December 1994, 50/71 B of 12 December 1995, 51/46 C of 10 December 1996,
52/39 B of 9 December 1997, 53/78 A of 4 December 1998, 54/55 A of 1 December
1999 and 55/34 B of 20 November 2000,
Considering the importance and effectiveness of confidence-building
measures taken at the initiative and with the participation of all States concerned
and taking into account the specific characteristics of each region, since such
measures can contribute to regional stability and to international peace and security,
Convinced that the resources released by disarmament, including regional
disarmament, can be devoted to economic and social development and to the
protection of the environment for the benefit of all peoples, in particular those of
the developing countries,
Recalling the guidelines for general and complete disarmament adopted at its
tenth special session, the first special session devoted to disarmament,
Convinced that development can be achieved only in a climate of peace,
security and mutual confidence both within and among States,
Bearing in mind the establishment by the Secretary-General on 28 May 1992
of the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in
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Central Africa, the purpose of which is to encourage arms limitation, disarmament,
non-proliferation and development in the subregion,
Recalling the Brazzaville Declaration on Cooperation for Peace and Security
in Central Africa, 1 the Bata Declaration for the Promotion of Lasting Democracy,
Peace and Development in Central Africa, 2 and the Yaoundé Declaration on Peace,
Security and Stability in Central Africa, 3
Bearing in mind resolutions 1196 (1998) and 1197 (1998), adopted by the
Security Council on 16 and 18 September 1998 respectively, following its
consideration of the report of the Secretary-General on the causes of conflict and
the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa, 4
Emphasizing the need to strengthen the capacity for conflict prevention and
peacekeeping in Africa,
Recalling the decision of the fourth ministerial meeting of the Standing
Advisory Committee in favour of establishing, under the auspices of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, a subregional centre for human
rights and democracy in Central Africa at Yaoundé,
1.
Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on regional confidencebuilding measures, which deals with the activities of the United Nations Standing
Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa in the period since the
adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 55/34 B; 5
2.
Reaffirms its support for efforts aimed at promoting confidence-building
measures at regional and subregional levels in order to ease tensions and conflicts
in Central Africa and to further peace, stability and sustainable development in the
subregion;
3.
Also reaffirms its support for the programme of work of the Standing
Advisory Committee adopted at the organizational meeting of the Committee, held
at Yaoundé from 27 to 31 July 1992;
4.
Notes with satisfaction the progress made by the States members of the
Standing Advisory Committee in implementing the programme of activities for the
period 2000–2001, in particular by:
(a) Holding the Subregional Conference on the Question of Refugees and
Displaced Persons in Central Africa at Bujumbura from 14 to 16 August 2000;
(b) Holding the fourteenth ministerial meeting of the Standing Advisory
Committee at Bujumbura on 17 and 18 August 2000;
(c) Holding the fifteenth ministerial meeting of the Standing Advisory
Committee at Bujumbura from 16 to 20 April 2001;
(d) Holding the meeting of experts on the texts governing the Subregional
Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa at Libreville from 2 to
5 July 2001;
_______________
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(e) Holding the sixteenth ministerial meeting of the Standing Advisory
Committee at Kinshasa from 13 to 17 August 2001;
5.
Emphasizes the importance of providing the States members of the
Standing Advisory Committee with the essential support they need to carry out the
full programme of activities which they adopted at their ministerial meetings;
6.
Welcomes the creation of a mechanism for the promotion, maintenance
and consolidation of peace and security in Central Africa, to be known as the
Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa, by the Conference of Heads of
State and Government of the member countries of the Economic Community of
Central African States, held at Yaoundé on 25 February 1999, and requests the
Secretary-General to give his full support to the effective realization of that
important mechanism;
7.
Emphasizes the need to make the early-warning mechanism in Central
Africa operational so that it will serve, on the one hand, as an instrument for
analysing and monitoring political situations in the States members of the Standing
Advisory Committee with a view to preventing the outbreak of future armed
conflicts and, on the other hand, as a technical body through which the member
States will carry out the programme of work of the Committee, adopted at its
organizational meeting held at Yaoundé in 1992, and requests the Secretary-General
to provide it with the assistance necessary for it to function properly;
8.
Requests the Secretary-General, pursuant to Security Council resolution
1197 (1998), to provide the States members of the Standing Advisory Committee
with the necessary support for the implementation and smooth functioning of the
Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa and the early-warning mechanism;
9.
Also requests the Secretary-General to support the establishment of a
network of parliamentarians with a view to the creation of a subregional parliament
in Central Africa;
10. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees to continue to provide increased assistance to the
countries of Central Africa for coping with the problems of refugees and displaced
persons in their territories;
11. Welcomes with satisfaction the decision taken at the fourteenth
ministerial meeting to organize a subregional conference on the protection of
women and children in armed conflict, and requests the Secretary-General to lend
all the necessary support for the holding of the conference;
12. Thanks the Secretary-General for having established the Trust Fund for
the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central
Africa;
13. Appeals to Member States and to governmental and non-governmental
organizations to make additional voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for the
implementation of the programme of work of the Standing Advisory Committee;
14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the States
members of the Standing Advisory Committee with assistance to ensure that they
are able to carry on their efforts;
15. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly
at its fifty-seventh session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;
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16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh session
the item entitled “Regional confidence-building measures: activities of the United
Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa”.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001

B
C ONVENTION ON THE P ROHIBITION OF THE U SE OF N UCLEAR W EAPONS
The General Assembly,
Convinced that the use of nuclear weapons poses the most serious threat to the
survival of mankind,
Bearing in mind the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of
8 July 1996 on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, 6
Convinced that a multilateral, universal and binding agreement prohibiting the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons would contribute to the elimination of the
nuclear threat and to the climate for negotiations leading to the ultimate elimination
of nuclear weapons, thereby strengthening international peace and security,
Conscious that some steps taken by the Russian Federation and the United
States of America towards a reduction of their nuclear weapons and the
improvement in the international climate can contribute towards the goal of the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons,
Recalling that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly, 7 it is stated that all States should actively
participate in efforts to bring about conditions in international relations among
States in which a code of peaceful conduct of nations in international affairs could
be agreed upon and that would preclude the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,
Reaffirming that any use of nuclear weapons would be a violation of the
Charter of the United Nations and a crime against humanity, as declared in its
resolutions 1653 (XVI) of 24 November 1961, 33/71 B of 14 December 1978,
34/83 G of 11 December 1979, 35/152 D of 12 December 1980 and 36/92 I of
9 December 1981,
Determined to achieve an international convention prohibiting the
development, production, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons, leading to their
ultimate destruction,
Stressing that an international convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclear weapons would be an important step in a phased programme towards the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons, with a specified framework of time,
Noting with regret that the Conference on Disarmament, during its 2001
session, was unable to undertake negotiations on this subject as called for in
General Assembly resolution 55/34 G of 20 November 2000,
_______________
6

A/51/218, annex; see also Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J.
Reports 1996, p. 226.
7
Resolution S-10/2.

4

A/RES/56/25

1.
Reiterates its request to the Conference on Disarmament to commence
negotiations in order to reach agreement on an international convention prohibiting
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances;
2.
Requests the Conference on Disarmament to report to the General
Assembly on the results of those negotiations.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001

C
U NITED N ATIONS REGIONAL CENTRES FOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 55/34 F of 20 November 2000 regarding the
maintenance and revitalization of the three United Nations regional centres for
peace and disarmament,
Recalling also the reports of the Secretary-General on the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, 8 the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific 9 and the United
Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin
America and the Caribbean, 10
Reaffirming its decision, taken in 1982 at its twelfth special session, to
establish the United Nations Disarmament Information Programme, the purpose
of which is to inform, educate and generate public understanding and support
for the objectives of the United Nations in the field of arms control and
disarmament, 11
Bearing in mind its resolutions 40/151 G of 16 December 1985, 41/60 J of
3 December 1986, 42/39 D of 30 November 1987 and 44/117 F of 15 December
1989 on the regional centres for peace and disarmament in Nepal, Peru and Togo,
Recognizing that the changes that have taken place in the world have created
new opportunities as well as posed new challenges for the pursuit of disarmament
and, in this regard, bearing in mind that the regional centres for peace and
disarmament can contribute substantially to understanding and cooperation among
States in each particular region in the areas of peace, disarmament and
development,
Noting that in paragraph 146 of the Final Document of the Twelfth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Durban, South Africa, from 29 August to 3 September 1998, the heads of State or
Government welcomed the decision adopted by the General Assembly on
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maintaining and revitalizing the three regional centres for peace and disarmament
in Nepal, Peru and Togo, 12
1.
Reiterates the importance of the United Nations activities at the regional
level to increase the stability and security of its Member States, which could be
promoted in a substantive manner by the maintenance and revitalization of the three
regional centres for peace and disarmament;
2.
Reaffirms that, in order to achieve positive results, it is useful for the
three regional centres to carry out dissemination and educational programmes that
promote regional peace and security aimed at changing basic attitudes with respect
to peace and security and disarmament so as to support the achievement of the
principles and purposes of the United Nations;
3.
Appeals to Member States in each region and those that are able to do
so, as well as to international governmental and non-governmental organizations
and foundations, to make voluntary contributions to the regional centres in their
respective regions to strengthen their programmes of activities and implementation;
4.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary support, within
existing resources, to the regional centres in carrying out their programmes of
activities;
5.
Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh session
the item entitled “United Nations regional centres for peace and disarmament”.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001

D
U NITED N ATIONS R EGIONAL CENTRE FOR P EACE AND D ISARMAMENT IN AFRICA
The General Assembly,
Mindful of the provisions of Article 11, paragraph 1, of the Charter of the
United Nations stipulating that a function of the General Assembly is to consider
the general principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace and
security, including the principles governing disarmament and arms limitation,
Recalling its resolutions 40/151 G of 16 December 1985, 41/60 D of
3 December 1986, 42/39 J of 30 November 1987 and 43/76 D of 7 December 1988
on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, and
its resolutions 46/36 F of 6 December 1991 and 47/52 G of 9 December 1992 on
regional disarmament, including confidence-building measures,
Recalling also its resolutions 48/76 E of 16 December 1993, 49/76 D of
15 December 1994, 50/71 C of 12 December 1995, 51/46 E of 10 December 1996,
52/220 of 22 December 1997, 53/78 C of 4 December 1998, 54/55 B of 1 December
1999 and 55/34 D of 20 November 2000,
Aware of the widespread support for the revitalization of the Regional Centre
and the important role that the Centre can play in the present context in promoting
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confidence-building and arms-limitation measures at the regional level, thereby
promoting progress in the area of sustainable development,
Taking into account the report of the Secretary-General on the causes of
conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in
Africa, 4
Bearing in mind the efforts undertaken in the framework of the revitalization
of the activities of the Regional Centre for the mobilization of the resources
necessary for its operational costs,
Taking into account the need to establish close cooperation between the
Regional Centre and the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and
Resolution of the Organization of African Unity, in conformity with the relevant
decision adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its thirty-fifth ordinary session, held at Algiers
from 12 to 14 July 1999, 13
Welcoming the adoption by the United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade
in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, held in New York from 9 to
20 July 2001, of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, 14 and
emphasizing the need for the appropriate implementation of the Programme of
Action by all States,
1.
Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,8 and commends the
activities which the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Africa is continuing to carry out, in particular in support of the efforts made by the
African States in the areas of peace and security;
2.
Reaffirms its strong support for the revitalization of the Regional Centre,
and emphasizes the need to provide it with the necessary resources to enable it to
strengthen its activities and carry out its programmes;
3.
Appeals once again to all States, as well as to international
governmental and non-governmental organizations and the foundations, to make
voluntary contributions in order to strengthen the programmes and activities of the
Regional Centre and facilitate their implementation;
4.
Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the necessary
support to the Regional Centre for better achievements and results;
5.
Also requests the Secretary-General to facilitate the establishment of
close cooperation between the Regional Centre and the Organization of African
Unity, in particular in the area of peace, security and development, and to continue
to assist the Director of the Regional Centre in his efforts to stabilize the financial
situation of the Centre and revitalize its activities;
6.
Appeals in particular to the Regional Centre, in cooperation with the
Organization of African Unity, regional and subregional organizations and the
African States, to take steps to promote the consistent implementation of the
Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects;14
_______________
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7.
Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-seventh session on the implementation of the present resolution;
8.
Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh session
the item entitled “United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Africa”.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001

E
U NITED N ATIONS R EGIONAL CENTRE FOR P EACE, D ISARMAMENT AND
D EVELOPMENT IN L ATIN A MERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 41/60 J of 3 December 1986, 42/39 K of
30 November 1987 and 43/76 H of 7 December 1988 on the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and
the Caribbean, with headquarters in Lima,
Recalling also its resolutions 46/37 F of 9 December 1991, 48/76 E of
16 December 1993, 49/76 D of 15 December 1994, 50/71 C of 12 December 1995,
52/220 of 22 December 1997, 53/78 F of 4 December 1998, 54/55 F of 1 December
1999 and 55/34 E of 20 November 2000,
Underlining the revitalization of the Regional Centre, the efforts made by the
Government of Peru to that end and the appointment of the Director of the Centre
by the Secretary-General,
Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General, 10 which concludes that the
Regional Centre has launched projects aimed at furthering the understanding of the
relationship between security and development, enhanced the role of the United
Nations as a regional catalyst for activities on peace and disarmament and acted as
a politically neutral platform for discussions on security and development issues,
Noting the agreement between the Regional Centre and the Inter-American
Drug Abuse Control Commission 15 to strengthen their cooperation with respect to
their mutual interest in reducing firearms trafficking and related activities among
States under their respective mandates, as well as to strengthen the capacity of
those countries to deal with those problems,
Noting also that security and disarmament issues have always been recognized
as significant topics in Latin America and the Caribbean, the first inhabited region
in the world to be declared a nuclear-weapon-free zone,
Bearing in mind the important role that the Regional Centre can play in
promoting confidence-building measures, arms control and limitation, disarmament
and development at the regional level,

_______________
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Also bearing in mind the importance of information, research, education and
training for peace, disarmament and development in order to achieve understanding
and cooperation among States,
Recognizing the need to provide the three United Nations regional centres for
peace and disarmament with sufficient financial resources for the planning and
implementation of their programmes of activities,
1.
Reiterates its strong support for the role of the United Nations Regional
Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the
Caribbean in the promotion of United Nations activities at the regional level to
strengthen peace, stability, security and development among its member States;
2.
Expresses its satisfaction and congratulates the Regional Centre for the
vast range of activities carried out last year;
3.
Encourages the Regional Centre to continue to provide assistance for the
States of the region in all issues related to disarmament, including the effective
implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects14 and, in this
connection, welcomes the holding of a regional seminar in Santiago, from 19 to
21 November 2001;
4.
Expresses its appreciation for the political support and financial
contributions to the Regional Centre, which are essential for its continued operation;
5.
Invites all States of the region to take part in the activities of the
Regional Centre, proposing items for inclusion in its agenda, making greater and
better use of the Centre’s potential to meet the current challenges facing the
international community and with a view to fulfilling the aims of the Charter of the
United Nations in the fields of peace, disarmament and development;
6.
Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on the relationship
between disarmament and development, 16 and supports the role that the Regional
Centre plays to promote those issues in the region in pursuit of its mandate to
promote economic and social development related to peace and disarmament;
7.
Appeals to Member States, in particular the States of the Latin American
and Caribbean region, and to international governmental and non-governmental
organizations and to foundations, to make voluntary contributions to strengthen the
Regional Centre, its programme of activities and the implementation thereof;
8.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Regional Centre with all
necessary support, within existing resources, so that it may carry out its programme
of activities in accordance with its mandate;
9.
Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its fifty-seventh session on the implementation of the present resolution;
10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh session
the item entitled “United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean”.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001
_______________
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F
U NITED N ATIONS R EGIONAL CENTRE FOR P EACE AND D ISARMAMENT
IN A SIA AND THE P ACIFIC
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 42/39 D of 30 November 1987 and 44/117 F of
15 December 1989, by which it established the United Nations Regional Centre for
Peace and Disarmament in Asia and renamed it the United Nations Regional Centre
for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific, with headquarters in
Kathmandu and with the mandate of providing, on request, substantive support for
the initiatives and other activities mutually agreed upon by the Member States of
the Asia-Pacific region for the implementation of measures for peace and
disarmament, through appropriate utilization of available resources,
Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General, 9 in which he expresses his
belief that the mandate of the Regional Centre remains valid and that the Centre
could be a useful instrument for fostering a climate of cooperation in the post-coldwar era,
Noting that trends in the post-cold-war era have emphasized the function of
the Regional Centre in assisting Member States as they deal with new security
concerns and disarmament issues emerging in the region,
Commending the useful activities carried out by the Regional Centre in
encouraging regional and subregional dialogue for the enhancement of openness,
transparency and confidence-building, as well as the promotion of disarmament and
security through the organization of regional meetings, which has come to be
widely known within the Asia-Pacific region as the “Kathmandu process”,
Expressing its appreciation to the Regional Centre for its organization of the
thirteenth regional disarmament meeting in Asia and the Pacific, held at Kathmandu
from 9 to 11 March 2001, the United Nations regional disarmament meeting on the
theme “A Pacific Way to Disarmament”, held at Wellington from 27 to 30 March
2001, and the meeting of the United Nations Conference on Disarmament Issues on
the theme “The Asia-Pacific region: evolution of the scope of security and
disarmament in the twenty-first century”, held at Kanazawa, Japan, from 28 to
31 August 2001,
Welcoming the idea of the possible creation of an educational and training
programme for peace and disarmament in Asia and the Pacific for young people
with different backgrounds, to be financed from voluntary contributions,
Noting the important role of the Regional Centre in assisting region-specific
initiatives of Member States, including its assistance in the work related to the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia, as well as to
Mongolia’s international security and nuclear-weapon-free status, including the
organization of a United Nations-sponsored non-governmental expert group
meeting on the theme “Ways and means of strengthening Mongolia’s international
security and nuclear-weapon-free status”, held at Sapporo, Japan, on 5 and
6 September 2001,
Appreciating highly the important role that Nepal has played as the host
nation of the headquarters of the Regional Centre,

10

A/RES/56/25

1.
Reaffirms its strong support for the forthcoming operation and further
strengthening of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Asia and the Pacific;
2.
Underlines the importance of the Kathmandu process as a powerful
vehicle for the development of the practice of region-wide security and
disarmament dialogue;
3.
Expresses its appreciation for the continuing political support and
voluntary financial contributions to the Regional Centre, which are essential for its
continued operation;
4.
Appeals to Member States, in particular those within the Asia-Pacific
region, as well as to international governmental and non-governmental
organizations and foundations, to make voluntary contributions, the only resources
of the Regional Centre, to strengthen the programme of activities of the Centre and
the implementation thereof;
5.
Requests the Secretary-General, taking note of paragraph 6 of General
Assembly resolution 49/76 D of 15 December 1994, to provide the Regional Centre
with the necessary support, within existing resources, in carrying out its programme
of activities;
6.
Urges the Secretary-General to ensure the physical operation of the
Regional Centre from Kathmandu within six months of the date of signature of the
host country agreement and to enable the Centre to function effectively;
7.
Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-seventh session on the implementation of the present resolution;
8.
Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh session
the item entitled “United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Asia and the Pacific”.
68th plenary meeting
29 November 2001
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